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Abstract

The objective of this work is to analyze the academic discourse that took place in China
between the years 1980-2011, regarding homosexuality. Throughout this period, China had seen
economic reforms that led to dramatic changes in Chinese society. Among others, there had been
great changes in the sexual norms and in the discourse around them, including the discourse on
homosexuality. This paper examines the academic discourse about homosexuality by analyzing
academic papers and researches which regarded homosexuality and were published in Chinese
magazines during the aforementioned years. The analysis in this paper focuses both on the
content and the discourse of the articles.

Several factors have influenced the academic discourse about homosexuality: The government
promoted a new agenda that had encouraged the people of the country to pursue their own
private desires. Moreover, The administration reduced its intervention in people's lives and
retreated from its policy to ban and abolish homosexuality. During the reform era China had
strengthened its connection with North America and Europe, and newly-constructed Academic
and cultural bridges enabled the emerging of new attitudes toward same-sex relationship. In
addition, these years were marked by a gradually increasing visibility of homosexuality in the
Chinese public sphere. It is worth noting that alongside the above mentioned factors, perceptions
that were established throughout China's long history were very much present in the discourse
concerning homosexuality during the reform era.

This paper will show that the discourse on homosexuality that took place in the Chinese
academy during the reform era had evolved in a few significant ways: 1) The scope of the
discourse grew, and it expanded to encompass some new and varied fields. 2) While at the outset
the discourse had tended to focus on utilitarian subjects, such as public health matters, with time
it began to reveal a genuine interest in the phenomenon. 3) It is true that the discourse that took
place in China prior to the reform era had remained substantially influential, but more modern

ideas had gradually permeated the discourse, and eventually became an integral part of it.
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